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Notes on the Hymenoptera.
Collected by the Bahama Expedition from the State

University of Iowa.

By WILLIAM H. ASHMEAD.

Very little is known of the Hymenopterous fauna, of the

Bahamas, and the following list of Hymenoptera, most of which

were collected by Mr. H. F. Wickham on a visit to these

Islands in 1893, will be of interest and value to those inter-

ested in the distribution of these insects.

Mr. Wickham made no special effort to collect Hymenop-
tera, his specialty being Coleoptera and his collecting must

represent therefore, but a small fraction of the fauna.

FAMILY APID^.
1. COSLIOXYS Sp.

One 6 specimen, Egg Island. This is possibly one of

the numerous species described from South America. It is

parasitic or inquilinous in the nest of the leaf-cutting bees

{Megachile). I have seen no large collection of these bees

from the West Indies and South America and no effort has

been made to identify the single specimen taken.

2. NOMIA WICKHAMII Sp. n.

$ Length, 12 mm. Black; face, cheeks, superior margin

of collar, tubercles, metapleura, legs and sides of abdominal

segments clothed with a cinereous or whitish pubescence;

metascutellum with a hoary pubescence; tongue at tip piceous;

palpi ferruginous; flagellum beneath dull ferruginous. The

dilated posterior tibiae and the broadly dilated apical margin,

which is produced into a tooth within, yellow; the apical mar-

gins of the second, third, fourth and fifth segments banded

with greenish-yellow, the band on the fourth segment not

however, extending to the lateral margins. Genitalia ferru-
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ginous, the claspers very large, angulated at apex outwardly

and then strongly curving inwardly and produced into a curved

prong within. Apical dorsal segments medially emarginated

and fringed with black and white hairs. Ventral segments two

and three, yellowish at apex, the third grooved indistinctly,

medially, the fourth with a deep median channel, the fifth carin-

ated. Wings dusky hyaline, broadly fuliginous at apex; the

stigma ferruginous, the veins fuscous. Head transverse,

scarcely as wide as the thorax, the frons closely punctate;

clvpeus smooth, slightly arcuated at apex; mandibles black,

with a longitudinal groove along the inner margin; thorax

and scutellum with rather coarse, rounded punctures, more

confluent anteriorly, but separated on the disk; metathorax

closely punctate. Last four joints of anterior tarsi and the last

joint of middle and hind tarsi, yellow. Abdomen twice as long

as head and thorax united, the first segment rather coarsely

punctate, but smooth and shining at the apical margin, and

clothed with sparse white hairs; the following segments, except

at margins, finelv, closely punctate, the surface of the bands

being smooth, polished, impunctate.

Described from 2 - specimens collected at Eleuthera, Ba-

hamas.

3. Agapostemox femoralis Gucr.

One * specimen from Eleuthera.

4. Halictus albitarsatcs sp. n.

3 length 3 to 3.5 mm. Submetallic black; face below

antennae bronzed green; scutellum and postscutellum with a

brassy tinge; tarsi yellowish-white; fiagellum beneath from

second joint, brown.

Head transverse finely, closely punctate, less closely punc-

tate on the face while on the clypeus the punctures are sep-

arated. The clypeus is slightly produced and truncate anteri-

orly; mentum transversely narrowed almost entirely covered

bv the clvpeus, smooth, impunctate; mandibles rufous, black-

ish towards base; ocelli white; antennae 13-jointed, the first

flagellar joint quadrate, the second i}4 times longer. Thorax
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slightly purplish anteriorly, finely punctate, the scutellum with

some sparse punctures and an impunctate space at the middle;

mesopleura rather closely punctate; metathorax above smooth,

impunctate, except at extreme base where there are some raised

radiating lines but no enclosure; the sides are delicately sha-

greened, while the posterior face has a deep median incision

followed by a carina below. Wings subhyaline, the stigma

and veins dark brown; the first submarginal cell is about as

long as the second and third united; the first recurrent nervure

joins the second submarginal cell near its apex while the sec-

ond recurrent nervure joins the third submarginal cell a little

beyond its middle. Abdomen oblong-oval smooth, impunc-

tate, the first segment with a deep emargination at base above,

the second, third and fourth segments along their sutures at

base narrowly impressed, the extreme apical margins of sec-

ond, third, fourth and fifth segments narrowly testaceous.

?. Length 4.5 mm. Differs from i only in its larger size,

the face below the antenna? being sparsely covered with whit-

ish hairs, the clypeus fimbriate with golden hair; the antennas

12-jointed, the second and third flagellar joints equal, a little

wider than long, the first being a little longer than wide; the

tibiae and tarsi, as well as the terminal abdominal segment are

covered with yellowish and whitish hairs; while the abdomen

is larger, more hairy, the apical margins of the ventral seg-

ments being fimbriate with long sparse hair.

Described from I and ? specimens, taken at Bahia Honda,

Cuba, June 1.

FAMILY BEMBICID.F;.

5. Monedula signata Linn.

One $ specimen from Eleuthera. A species common in

South America and Cuba.

6. Stizus hogardii Latr.

One 9 from Eleuthera. Mr. Wickham also took a large

specimen of this species at Key West, Florida. It is the

first notice of its occurrence in the United States.
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FAMILY SPHEGID^.

7. Sphex fulvihirta Guer.

Two specimens, 1 3 from Egg Island, 1 ? from Spanish

Wells.

8. Pelop^us fasciatus Lep.

Two specimens, 1 * Eleuthera, 1 ? Egg Island.

FAMILY POMP1LID/E.

9. Salius (Prioxocxemis) flavipexxis Smith.

One ? from Bahia Honda, Cuba.

F A M I LY VESPID^.
10. POLISTES CUBEXSIS St. Farg;

One ? from Egg Island, May 13.

11. POI.ISTES AMERICAXUS Fllbr.

One ? from Eleuthera, 1 ? from Harbor Island, July 8.

12. POLISTES MIXOR BcailV.

Two 9 specimens from Eleuthera, July 15.

13. POLYBIA CUBEXSIS SdUSS.

One 9 from Eleuthera.

F A M I LY E U M ENID,^.

14. Zethus aztecus Sauss.

One $ from Eleuthera, evidently a variety of this species

with the legs, except the coxae, entirely rufous.

15. ODYXERUS TIBIALIS SaUSS.

One ? from Eleuthera, July 9.

FAMILY SCOLIID^:.

16. Myzixe nitida Smith.

One small $ from Harbor Isl. July 8.

17. Elis trifasciatus Fabr.

Two 5 specimens from Eleuthera, July 9.
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FAMILY MUTILLID^E.

18. Sph^erophthalma ferrugata Fabr.

One ? specimen.

FAMILY BRACONID^.
19. Iphiaulax (Bracon) plicatus Cr.

One ? specimen from Eleuthera.

20. Spathius eleuthera, sp. n.

$. Length 2.5 mm; ovipositor as long as the abdomen. Fus-

cous; basal four joints of antennae and the legs including the

coxae pale yellowish; wings subhy aline, the anterior pair with

whitish transverse band from the stigma; stigma and nervures

brown.

Head quadrate, the face, except the median ridge wrinkled;

frons rather coarsely transversely striated, the occiput more

feebly striated; mesonotum trilobed, rugulose; metanotum dis-

tinctly areolated; petiole long, striated, the body of abdomen

smooth, polished, with the sutures between the segments pale.

Described from 1 ? specimen, taken July 9, from Eleuthera.

F A M I LY EVANIID^E.

21. EvANTA APPENDIGASTER Linn.

One 9 from Eleuthera, July 9.

FAMILY CHALCIDIDyE.

22. Trigonaspis flavicollis Mayr.

One $ from Bahia Honda, Cuba. A species described from

Brazil. It is found associated with fig-insects (Blastoph-

aga} and no doubt these insects also occur on the Island.

23. Eupelmus sp.

One ? from Eleuthera, July.

24. Eupelmus sp.

One ? from Eleuthera, July.




