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Two new Species of the Genus Nitela in Japan

(Hymen., Sphecidae, Larrinae)*

By Katsuji Tsuneki

Recently the writer could have an aopportunity of comparing the specimens of
two species of the genus Nitelu oceurring in Japan with those of the Furopean
species, N. spinolae Lalr. As a result it was elucidated that both the species
found in our country decidedly differ from the species above nominated. Accord-
ing -to the literature they seem to belong to an undescribed species respectively.
In the present paper the distinctions of the Japanese species compared with those
of N. spinolae to which they are most closely related are given in a diagnostic
table.

The writer thanks much to Mr. P. M, F. Verhoeff, den Dolder, Mr. R. Ohgushi,
Kyoto and Mr. M. Munakata, Hakodate, for their kind aid concerning material.

Table of the gpecies

1 Head and mesonotum microscopically finely coriaceous, without puncture,
abdomen impunctate and polished ; interocular distance at vertex very small,
less than half as large as the distance at lower margins of eyes (ratio 8:20),
ocelli in a complete equilateral triangle, OOD : POD approximately 1:4; meso-
notum on posterior margin with a row of comparatively long, longitudinal striae
(Fig. 13) ; wingveins pale brown to ycllow, costal vein and stigma brown,
venation: Fig. 15, with a pentagonal discoidal cell and a short cubital cell.
(Clypeal carina not continued to lower-frontal tubercle, supraclypcal area on
its median line markedly depressed (Fig. 11), clypeus : Fig. 12, oculocellar
arca not hollowed, oceiput steeply inclined posteriorly and short, with ratio of
its length behind eye seen from above to width of head 3:31; pronotum with
antero-lateral angles rounded, propodeum more finely sculptured than in spinolac
(Fig. 14, cf. Fig. 4), with posterior surface flattened and transversely, finely
striated). Length & 2.8-3.5, ¢ 3.3-3.7mm. Japan (Honshu and Kyushu) ----eee
.......................................................................................... yasumat&m’ sSp. nov.

- Head and mesonotum finely puncturcd, abdominal segments not polished, inter-
ocular distance at vertex more than half as large as the distance at lower
margins of eyes, ocelli in a slightly flattencd isosccles triangle, OOD : POD=
1:2, striation on posterior margin of mesonotum otherwise, forewing with veins
and stigma dark brown, with a subrhomboidal discoidal cell and a longer cubital
Cell ............................................................................................................... 2

2 Propodeum coarsely reticulate (Fig. 9), its posterior surface flattened and
transversely, coarsely striate ; head and mesonotum rather sparscly punctured,
with intervals finely coriaccous, abdomen practically impunctate, only with very
minute hair pits; supraclypeal medial line markedly depressed, clypeal carina
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ot continued to lower-frontal tubercle (Fig. 6), elypens (%) [Fig. 7, oculocel-
lar area not hallowed, oceiput roundly inclined posteriorly and comparatively
long, with ratio of its lenglh behind eye seen from ahove to widlh ol head
6137, pronotum with antero-lateral corners more or less angulated, sculpture
on posberior margin of mesonotum @ Fig. 8. (Ratio of interceular distance ab
vertex to the distance al lower margin of eyes 15:24 (2, 00D : POD=1:2,
wing venalion i Fig. 10). Length @, 4.4-1.6 mm. Japan (Kyushu and Hokkaido)
............................................................................................. ohgushii sp. nov.

Propodeum (Fig. 4) longitudinally faivly closely striate (hut not so closely
s0 as in yaswmaetsui), with seme transverse connecting branches, its posterior
gurface fecbly convex and finely (ransversely slriate; head and mesonotum

“very closely punctured, abdomen finely, moderately closely punctured ; supra-

elypeal medial line only feebly depressed, clypeal carina continued to lower-
frontal tubercle (Fig. 1), elypeus: Fig. 2, oculocellar area markedly excavated,
with postocellus strikingly inclined laterally, oceipul steeply posteriorly sloped
and short, with ratio of itg length behind eye seen from above to width of head
433, pronotum with antero-lateral corners vounded, posterior margin of pro-
notum simply crenate (Fig. 8). (Ratio of interocular digtance al vertex to the
distance at lower margins of eyes 12:22 (2), 00D : POD=3:7, wing venation:
Fig. 5). Length in the spccimens examined: & 3.8, ¢ 4.0 mm. Kurope:- -+
.................................................................................... spinolae Latreille, 1809

Nitela yasumatsui sp. nov.

Nitela spinolae Yasumatsu (nec Latr.), Mushi, XII, 1, p. 11, 1939 ; Hym. in Icon.
Ins. Jap., p. 1478, f. 1950 (8).
o &. Scutellum and postscutellum microscopically finely coriaceous, without
longitudinal striae, only rarely scutellum with a feeble median carinae.
Holotype: @, Koike, Fukui Prel., 28. VIL 1955. (K. Tsuneki leg.)
Allotype: &, the same place, 4. VIIIL. 1954. (K. Tsuneki leg.)
Paratypes: 16 ¢ ¢ 10 & 8, Koike, Mitsudani and Ichinose, all at the foot
of Mt. Haku, 28. VIL-5. VIIL. 1954, 55. (K. Tsuneki leg. and in his collection)
Biology. This species nidificates in the abandoned beetle burrows opening on

the dried wood of houses. In Koike the wasps were observed carrying in their
nests aphids as food for their larvae.

Nitela ohgushii sp. nov.

. Scutellum and postscutellum finely coriaceous, without any trace of longi-

tudinal striae, Ist abdominal scgment nearly polished, with sparse fine punctures,
ond segment at base and remaining scgments half mat, owing to the delicate

5C

ulpture and pubescence. In the Kyushu specimens listed below antero-lateral

corners of pronotum distinctly angulated, while in the specimen from Hokkaido
the character is not well-defined.

Holotype : ¢, Koshima Isiand, Miyazaki Pref., Kyushu, 22, VIL 1953. (R.

Ohgushi leg.)

Paratypes: 1 ¢, collected with the holotype ; 1 ¢, Hakodate, Hokkaido, 27.

VIII 1952. (M. Munakata leg.) (Types in the writer’s collection)
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Nitela spinolae Latreille, 1809

Specimens examined : 1 @, Saint-Béat, 3. IX. 1952 (Prof. R. Ribaut leg. and
det.) ; 1 8, Grapille, 27. VI. 1952 (Dr. J. Leclercq leg. and det.)

Remarks. In the specimens listed above cach abdominal segment except the
apical portion is finely but distinetly, moderately closely punctured and half mat.

Figs. 1-5, Nitela spinolae; Figs. 6-10, N. ohgushii; Figs. 11-15, N. yasumatsui.
TFigs. 1, 6 and 11, head seen in profile; 2, 7 and 12, clypeus (L, labrum) ; 3,
8 and 13, posterior margin of mesonotum; 4, 9 and 14, propodeum (dorsal
view) ; 5, 10 and 15, wing venation.
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1. 744 b b vE Lestes sponsa Hanseman

18, BRIRAELE Aug. 10, 1951, P26 T-H040.
EHEOMAITILL THES LKW ThH D, HBE 24 mm, R (JBERFZR L)
37 mm.

2. aAXRXTH A bR Lestes japonica Selys

15, fEMEAEL R Aug. 18, 1951, PEFETIETHIE,

ARG & 587 b AMBE DMK & Feils L TR L

3. F ¥ Y Aeschnophlebia optala Selys

18, TEMGLSEE  Aug. 7, 1951, [[ARSERERE,

18, BREMER Aug. 25, 1954, [[ABEREHEL,
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3TIE (Errata):— i F
Vol.5, No.1. p.3, fig 3. emmerichi —> carenifrons

p- 13, line 5. Chonostropheu —>  Chonostropheus



