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By Katsuji TSUNEKI

Three nests found on August 4 and 5, 1964, on the sandy ground near the shore of
Lake Suganuma, in the montanic region of Nikko, were examined. The first of which
was at the beginning of burrow digging, the second included one cell probably before full
provisioning and the third involved two cells (Fig. 1) one of which was still in the course
of provisioning. The first and the second wasps were found working at 17:00 and the third
at 10:00, the latter two being at work for carrying in their prey. The wasp captured the
prey (Aphorophora spp. — Cercopidae, Homoptera) venter to venter and head to head. She
opened the entrance closure with her front pair of legs without letting the prey off. The
mode of disclosure was much the same as in Bemdix. As soon as she entered the burrow
the prey was dropped on the entrance gallery, well visible from without, and the wasp
disappeared deep into the burrow. But soon she came back, caught the prey and dragged it
backing into the tunnel. At her departure she closed the entrance with the sand, the mode
being also the same as in Bembix.

The tunnels of the nests were 4,0-4.5 mm across, just permitting the passage of the
wasp’s body. They were not long, only 8-12 mm in length and all dug against the gentle
inclination of the nesting site. In the bicellular nest the cells were located 2.5 and 3.7 cm
below the surface of the earth and in the unicellular nest it was 7.0 cm. The tunnel when
the owner was out was roughly closed for about 1 cm at the entrance and before the cell.
The cells were apparently of the same size and lying horizontal. In the measured one it was
17 mm in maximum length and 10 mm in the maximum width, thus it was comparatively
more rounded than in the allied wasps. In the accomplished cell the prey were 4 in number,
in the two others still unaccomplished they were both 3, all being laid head in and venter
up. The egg of the wasp, 2.8x1.0 mm in size and wax white in colour, was always laid

Eig. 1. Nests of Argogorytes mystaceus grandis Gussak,
B. Bicellular nest. A. The same seen in front.
C. Unicelluar nest,

on the prey lying innermost. It was attached to the outside of one of the hind coxae of the
prey with its caudal end and the egg body was laid along the length axis of the insect,
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with the cephalic end reaching the ontside of the front coxa of the same side. Apparently
it was difficult to determine by which end it was attached. But the problem was solved
when the eggs that were kept in the tube bottles with the prey came to be somewhat dried,
because the anterior end was detached from the body of the insect and slightly raised, keep-
ing the position by the posterior end solely.
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K. Tsuneki : The Nesting Place and Prey of Tachytes nipponicus Tsuneki

(Hym., Sphecidae)

Several wasps were observed nesting among the grasses densely covering the embankment
of the River Kuzuryu. A wasp came flying with a prey and landed (rather fell) on the ground.
The prey was the long-horned grass-hopper with a long ovipositor, Conocephalus gladiatus
Redtenbacher. Having been hindered by the dense vegetations no nest could be discovered
after all (observed on October 11, 1963).
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K. Tsuneki : The prey of Psen (Psen) dzimm Tsuneki.

On September 11, 1963, 1 captured a wasp of this species flying slowly with a prey
having the large wings opened. It was Ricania japonica Melichar, an insect that belongs
to Ricaniidae, Homoptera. Judging from the state of carrying, the prey was held by the wasp
venter to venter and head to head.
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