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Ecological Distribution of the Common Ammophila in Japan
With a Consideration on its Speciation (Hym., Sphecidae)
By K. Tsuneki

The species of Am%nophila that occurs commonly in Japan, Korea and North China,
having a close relationship to A. sabulosa of the western Palaearctic Region and has long
been known as A. infeste Smith shows marked variation in characters and some of the
specimens are much closer to A. sabulosa than those dealt with by F. F. Xohl (1906).
Basing upon such a fact I determined to place A. infesta within the category of A, sabulosa
as a geographic variation. Recently, however, it becomes presumed that the variation in this
species is not {luctuative nor seasonal, but has a close connection with the height of localities
the specimens derived. The fact was confirmed by the investigation conducted last year
(1967) using a number of the specimens newly collected and the results were already re-
ported briefly in my recent paper (Etizenia, 26). In this paper the name, A. sabulose infesta
was restricted to the montanic form and for the lowland and hill form a new subspecific
name, A. s. nipponica, was proposed, since the former represents the typical form of
infesta and the latter a much closer form to sabulosa, and the relationships among the
three forms were discussed.

In the present paper the same fact was described for the Japanese amateur entomologists,
with the detailed records of material used in the investigation (Table 2), dealing with the
characters of the two forms (Table 1), the probable procedure of speciation and the prob-
lems newly raised and to be solved in future.
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