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6. Rhopalum (Calceorhopalum) watanabei Tsuneki

Nest 1. July 30, 1971, the same place as above, the Miscanthus collected from
the roof of a cottge with SD 5.5 mm, TD 2.5 and TL 47 mm. Only a single midge
belonging to Empidae was found, together with the imprisoned and dead wasp.

Nest 2. Do. SD 4.0, TD 2.5, TL 130 mm. Cell 1: 12 mm, OP 2 mm, consisted
of saw dust hardly packed, prey Empid flies, 27 in number, fairly hardly stuffed, on
one of which located at about a third from the outermost one a young larva of the
wasp. Judging by its situation, however, I thought it doubtful to assume it to be the
true offspring of the owner of this nest, and presumed to be the young of the parasite,
possibly the cuckoo wasp.

Nest 3.  August 18, 1971, the same place. SD 7, TD 4 mm for the first 200 mm
(possibly the old tunnel of some wasp), then narrowed into 2-2.5 mm for the next 130
mm. As yet no prey, only the imprisoned dead wasp was in the tunnel.

Two nests of Spilomena dezcli Tsuneki in Japan (Hym., Sphec.)
By K. TSUNEKI

Nest 1. The Miscanthus in which the nest was built was collected on August 10,
1970, from a roof of one of the summer working houses in Taniyama, Fukui Prefecture.
SD 3 mm, TD about 1 mm, TL 40 mm. At the end of the tunnel which ran nearly
straight 64 thrips of unknown species (incl. reddish and yellowish insects), all nymphs,
were collected in a mass and in front of it the imprisoned mother wasp was dead.
This wasp became later the type of the species.

Nest 2. On September 29, 1971, the same place as above, but collected at random.
SD 2.5 mm, TD about 1 mm, TL 50 mm. The thin stem was split into two halves
by a knife and pf the larvae was crashed by the moved pith wall and six of them were
splashed. Three of them were slightly larger than others, about 3 mm in length and
the remaining ones were about 2 mm or so, all were tapering posteriorly. On the
wall of the tunnel the small elliptic hollows were from place to place observed, possibly
the place of the cell. Remains of the prey were all thrips of unknown species. According
to the hollows and the two inner cells left in the tunnel the larval chambers are linearly
and smoothly arranged and separated from each other by the wall of pith particles,
about 1 mm or less.

At the place where the Miscanthus stem was collected only S. dezcli was known
to live and I thought that the nest was made by a wasp of this species.




